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For. 7's is i M/s God, to 
thee for Goodrtenm— 97 R981 


in AE Tempetigf: this ou? prefect 

Afembly ought-to be not only. 
-; ſerioug, Hut alſo mouvinfil : FOr 
the occaſion it hath reference to, is both- 
very #z#portart, .and moſt deplorable; and 
requires'to be attended to,-as with very” 
intenſe Conſideration; 10- with deep ors 
row. Even Rivers of Tears running dow! 
one; Eyes, as the. words ate, P/al.' 119. 
I Jovs ag not niore/than equal the __ 
} A nes 


neſs of the Caſe, 7. e. the ſame there men- 
_ tioned-3-becanſe Men (as is meant by 
the Indefinite they) kept not God's Law. 
; That there ſhould be ſuch Diſorders in 
the Intellenal World ! That Reaſona- 
ble--Creatures, ſhould” be-fo degenerate, 
that/fis become hardly onde why 
* they are called ſo.! They are faid to be 

Conſtituted and Diſtingaifh'd by Rea- 
ſon, but diſdain to be govern'd by it, 
accounting their: St-ſ#4 and their Vires, 
their better and wiſer Directors. _ _ 

WITH zs the Caſe is yet worſe | that 
in a Chriſtian City and Kingdom, the In- 
ſolencies of: Wickedneſs are fo high, tu- 
multuate at ſuch 4 rate,” and AY | 
aſſault Heaven, -thatthe Rigor-of -Laws, 
Tale >, Penalties, the fone 
andj- al tice. bf ickrates,, with the-vis- 
gOrous dEting Filigone of all Good 
Meg, _ig, theis ſeveral Stayons, are more 
receſ[ary than. ſufficient torteprefs them. 

;,. THE fame Confiderations: that hould 
excite our Leal,: ought allo torinfluence 
our. Grief; and the more apparently: ne- 
cellary-it is, thatall pothble Endeavours 
be uſed for -Redrels,, and the ftronger 

and anore: convidive Arguments2can be 


brought 
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brought / to. evince its; the deeper” ſenſe 
we ought to havie'of che Evils that oxeate 
this Neceſhiry; and'the more feelinglywe 
{hould lament them. : © 

AND if this:be-the Temper: Þof this 
Afferrbly and of: 1al/ other, nthzs Oc- 
rafiox,'this would'give us Meaſures, and 
{et us right, as to'the Shak Buſineſs of 
{ſuch a Seaſon. No Body will then think 
it:ſhould; be the Biiſineſs of the Sermon, 
to pleaſe curious Ears, . or of theHearers 
tO criticize upon the Sermon, | or. that it 
ought tobe my preſent :Buſtmefs #6 com- 
plement the Worthy Perſons::thdt have 
Afociated on this Account, how lauda- 
ble ſoever their Undertaking is {Bur it 
will:be-the common A951 
us all, ro'take 4& Heart the (ad Ex1geney 
of, the Caſe, to be/Mirably. ao Gedfbe5th 
is, and\quickned to what hall: appear tO 
be.our-Duty in reference' thereto. :: 

AND+tho the Words I have. Yead do 
more direttly reſpet.the. Port and. Offa 
of-:Rylers, yet finice there is that'R 
On between then#bat Govern, and 


e 
that wow nrder —_ __ the we 
Oy - the: whe 1 plamly 1 J ly! L 

conddott-rbe Dat of. *he: other; 1:fhall 
DIs A 2 ſo 
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ſoconfiderthe Words, as they may have 
a dire&,.: or collaeral. Reference to all 
. ſorts of Hearersz and do point-out the 
Duty, -as well of them that Hoe under 
Government,” as of them that Govern. 

_ WEare therefore to:take notice, that 
the. Text admits,” either of an Abjolut 
Conſideration, ora Relative. 


a ABSOLUTELY tonlideted, Tis an 


\RELA TI YELY. itiis an pt 
2 As the IntroduGve yo for, 
! ſhows. LY] ths 


PR -|FOR the Abſolute Confideratign 
of 'the Words, as they'are an” Aſertior, 
we-are to ſee : what: they aſſert. |'The 
Perſon ſpoken of under the Term He,jis 
any: Ruler, Supream or Subordinate, 2s.n 
that parallel Text, "which ' we may take 
for /-2' "Comment upon this, 15expreſt, 
x-Pet. 2:13; 14: it yourſelves to 
every Ordinance of Mas for the Lord's 


| ſue; whether.to the King a5: Supreavt, / or 
to Gaovernonrs Jentby: him, for the Puniſh 


aient of | Evil Dots; 'tvd for the, Rraiſe-of 


ny Ao: wel. ic a Words: _ 
C an 


.  Reformation'of: Mariners. 5 
and ayxoms, uſed in this Context admit 
of the ſame extent. So among; others, 
that great Man Grotizs underſtands 'this - 
place alſo, notonly of Kings ard Prin- 
| ces, bit whoſoezgr are the Tutores ſtatus 
(| publici; (borrowing that Exprefſion from 
Seneca) any that "are to take care of the 
Publick State, by whatſoever Name they are 
deſegued. Indefinitely, any Magiſtrate 
whatſoever. 

THAT which is ſaid of ſacha' one, 
contains an account of * TEE 


4 THE Original, and by 
THE End of his Office and Power, 


| THE Orjeinal of it, that he is the Mz- 

niſter of G => *:% ſignifies he 1s, "2s 

ſuch, to a& only' by bis Authority, 'de- 

rivd from him, as_V. 1. There 3s no 

Power but from God, and the Powers that 

' te, "ure ordained of God. Which alfo _ 
implies, that ſnch Power js to be uſed 

for God, And that conſequently God 

[ is to be the Ruler's firi# and /aiF+ And he 

is to be Sabordinate'to God, both as his 

| Principle and End. Ating by his Autho- 

rity, ite 1s'by conſequence to act for his 

F : A 3 Tate- 
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IutereF. Fils Miner, or Servant-is to 
ſerve tim © 
BUT" befides what is thus implyd of 
hs Gentral and Ultimate Fud of the 
Magiſtrates Power, in what is more di- 
rectly faid of the' Ori gina! of itz we 
have alſoa more expficit account of 

. THE" End of 1 viz. the zext, and 
more particular End, which is twofold. 
The End for whom, indefinitely expreſt. 
For thee; 3. e. for every, or aty one that 
lives under Government ; and by conſe- 
quence, the whole governed Communi- 
ty. Forall the Parrs'make up the whole. 
And further we have 

THE End' for what, viz. for Good, the 
Good of each Individnal, and of the 
whole Community, as comprehending 
all che Individuals. Thus we fee what 
the Words contain abſolutely confedered, 
as they are an Aſſertion. 

= WE are to conſider them relative- 
ly as they are an Argument. So the Par- 
ticle, for, *(hews Tar Relation, and di- 


refts. us backward, where we ſhall ſee 
what they argue. And we find they are 
brought in to enforce- the Duty before 
enjoyn'd, which is twofold. -—- * 


PRE 


FF 8. 
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$ M903. 37, \ vhrs 34 | 
PRIMARY, and more principal. 


CONSEQUENTIAL, 'd 
*from the former. '—--* 


ed 


by 


THE pritnary Duty 1s' that V. x. 
Let every Sorts ſiject to the ger Pow- 
ers, or to the Powers that ar&above* us. 
Some blame the comparative Expreſiion, 
ſublimioribus, higher, * for which there 1s 
no pretence, from the word' ymybxucer, 
that only ſignifies the Powers niegtion'd, 
to be over us, whether in an'trgher or 
lower degree. Let them be leſs or more 
above tis, we are to'be ſubje# to then. — 
K#. THE Subſequent Duty is' double, 
-+. THAT they are not to be refifted.” A 
Do#rine' which from the Terms of the 
Comext 1s capable of being ſo ſtated, 'as 
neither to be juſt matter of Reproach- 
or Scandal to the Wiſe and Good, nor 
of Sport and Laughter to another ſort of - 
_ But that is not my preſent Buſt- 
Nets 24. ACME YE Os nat ies 
2+ THAT they are not to be Cemduly) 
dreaded; or apprehended as a Terronr, te. 
not otherwiſe,” than (in the defign -of 
their appointment) they are fo, viz. to 
| A4 Evil 


& * 


Evil Works, and the Workers of them,xof 
to the. good, V.3. A feat of Reverence 
is indeed due from'all to, their CharaGer. 
and the Dignity of their Station's A filial 
fear, that of Children, for they are the 
Fathers of their Country z,-n10t a Servile, or 
that: of | Slaves,  except\from ſuch asare 
ſo 5; Evil Doers, who are Slaves of the 
vileſt-and more 1gnoble ſort ; to their. own 
Euſts, that inflave their Minds,. which 
might otherwiſe enjoy the moſt Gene- 
rous Liberty, under the meaneſt and more 
opprelirye external Servitude. 

THE Text, according to its immedi- 
ate Reference, .is but.an amplification of 
the Reafon alledg'd, Why the Magiſtrate 
is not to be look'd upon with Terrour 
and Aﬀright, by any but ſuch as. reſolve 
upon..a profligately. wicked courſe, of 
Life, not. by ſuch as intend only a courle 
of , well-doing. For, if thou be ſuch, 
be is the Miniſter of. God to' thee for good. 
His Sword is only formidable :when' it 
fetches its Blow from above, when 1t 1s 
bathed in Heaven, as we may borrow the 
words, 1/a. 34.5. when it is weilded 
according to Divine- Appointment, and 
God and he concur in the fame {troak. 
>» &. : Br” ' af y , i” When 


When, it is, otherwiſe, 'tis true that-the 
Fallible . or Unrighteaus Humane Ruler, 
may for,well.doing aflif thee,and-there- 


in do.thee wrong,. but hecandotheeno 


hurt, even, tho. the Stroak: were Mortal. 
Lake 12..4+.. for our. Lord forbidsthe 
fear.of what is no worlſe. Soſaid Socrates 
of them.that Perſecuted him- to. Death, 
They. can kill.we, but cannot hurt me, Who 
is it that can harm you (faith a great Apo- 
ſtle) if ye be. Followers of that which is-good, 
I Pet..3. 13+ And 'tis added, - V. 1441 
ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, happy are 
ye-—And hath any Man reaſon to be a- 
traid of being happy 2. - | 

BUT tho this be the more ,unmediate 
reference of.thele words, [He is the M;- 
aiſter of God to. thee for good] and. 1s 
- therefore. not to be unduly feared, ]. they 
do yet ultimately and more principally 
reſpeCt the grand Precept firſt laid down, 
of being ſubjeF to the Powers over us. 
Which iz evident, for that xpor this ve- 
ry ground, and the intervening Conlide- 
rations, which further illuſtrate it, this 


fame Precept is reſumed and preſt upon 


Conſcience, and a neceſſity is put upon it, 
on the {ame account,vis. that becauſe the 
| Magi- 
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good; and is to-be a Terror to Evil-doers, 


and hath « Sword-put into his Hands for 


that-purpoſe, which he 1 not to bear 77: 
vain, but muſt be the Minitſter- of God 
in this kind, viz. as a Revenger,- to exe- 
cate Wrath, 'npon ſnch as do evil. That 
therefore we mm needs be Subject, and 
that ot only for Wrath, but alſo for Cor- 


; ſtience ſake. | 


THIS is therefbre the prizcipal relati- 
oz af theſe words, viz. 4s att \ Argument 
to. prove that he, the Magiſtrate, is the 
Miniſter of God'to us for good ; that 
therefore we ought not only not to reſe5? 
him, when he is doing his Duty, nor be 
afraid of him when we are but doing 
ours; but that we alſo ought to be ſubje&# 
to biz 5, and that, notonly that we may 
eſcape Wrath, but that we may ſatisfre 
Conſcience. | 

THIS is therefore the Relation, ac- 
cording whereto we ſhall conſider theſe 
words, vis. 


Y 
AS they are an Aranment to inforce the 
required Subjeition, 


WHICH 


"-* 4 
a a cc... .,ey oc» ww Q. Ft kajkfy << oy 


as —— Sch 


([) 
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WHICH 'Subje#ion that” we may the 
more fully apprehend, *twill be requiſite 
with the more care, toconfider the Pro- 
priety of te word, ufed to expreſs it: 
It is 4 wordthat carries Order, 2x, 'n 
the Bowls of it, vareaidw, V. 1. and 
uToTacot aut, 'V.4. And with the Prepo- 
firion 52, it ſignifies Order ander another, 
as of Inferiours under Superionrs. Trim- 
ports therefore not to be ſubje& only, but 
Subordinate” and Subjervient. And the 
form whetein it is here uſed, admirting 
of its being taken not ſtriatly in the Pg} 
/ive ſenſe, but in the /iddle, wherewpon 
1t may'be indifferently capable of being 
render'd aFively, viz. not only to be 
Subordinate, but by your” own a&, and 
with your own deſign, fubordinate your 
ſelveg to the Magiſtrate, come into or- 
der itnder him.as he is God's Miniſter in- 
veſted by him with Power for ſuch and 
ſich Purpoſes. This without ſtraining, 
carries the ſenſe yet higher. "> £35536 
AND whereas #1 15a word of known 
Military import, and ſignifies the Order 
of ani Army formed for Battle, wherem 
every one khows his own Rank, Place 
and Statjon, 'tis as if it were faid, Take 
your 
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your Place, come into Rank, that you 
may, under the Commander's: Conduct, 
in acie ſtare, ſtand in Order of Battle ; 
_ 2s the word drnrdwnvzu renderd to refe3t 
the Ruler, is ex adverſo in' acie ſtare, to 


ſtand in Rank, or in Battalin againſt 


him. Yon arenot only not*to ref5f, but 
you are to afſzi#,' and in your Place and 
Station ſtand by him, whomGod hath de- 
puted to be his Miniſter, as he 1s to pro- 
mote Common Good, and be a Terrour 
to:them that do evil. This was the juft 
Claim 'and Demand of that excellent 


Prince, Pſal. 9% 16. Who will riſe up for * 


me againit the Evil-docrs, and ſtand up 
for me againit the Workers of Tniquity e 

THIS according to Lexicographers of 
good note, is the import of that word, 
which we lay ſuch weight upon, and 
accordingly*very valuable Expoſetors un- 
derſtand this place. 

BY this time therefore .yon may ſee 
what. Place and” Order theſe Words I 
pitch'd upon have in the Series of the A- 
poſites Diſcourſe z and thereupon what 
aſpe# they, have upon the, deſign for 


which'we are met. Purſuant whereto, 


they admit of being thas Summ'd up. 
hoy THAT 


FN 
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THAT. far this Reaſon, ave axclen this 
Notion, as the Magiſtrate is to:be a 
'Terror to them that do evil, and there- 
in God's: Miniſter . for: ood. to-theas 
over whom he is ſet, + belongs::to 
every, Sond, or to all : Perſons under 

' bs Gomtrnaient,. to: ber:each one is 
hzs Station., .and.according to his Ca> 
pacity; atively and:with. their amr 


defogn, Subardinate. iord ING 
to him. herein. —» 


IN ſpeaking to this 1 ſhall ſhew... _—Y 
OCH 


—I- THAT, the Megiſtrate: 4s God's Moni 


ſer, upon themtntion'd.drcount.. 1 © 


+#t. THAT therefore ſuch;Duty is inennr 
bent upon all that live under Government, 
'The*former Whereot is'a PaFrinal Erpo- 
fe AY The _ the fe Y it. 


"Ms THAT the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter 
of | God, : for: the; Good of them over 
whomehe iset. | This we: 4re to conh- 


det by-part$»{. T9 $6 » 


\THAF. 1Heis Gad « Miniſier. | Here- | 


of none can.doubt,.'who doubt or. -demy 


no 


, "On 


- 
, Me eto WE wes i 0 pot orwnu hh on eres > Abate - 
ARE nn 32 , oP 2g", i: AR | * et cs SEA eto et os 
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not the Beingof God. His being God's 
Mamitter lignifics his Jeobeimy his Power |] 
from-bim. - Who elfe can be:the Foun- 
tain-of Power," but he who 4s:the Foun- 
cinof all Being ?-'Tis true, the Goverr- 
ig. Power hath not 'been aways derived - 
the:/axe: wp 37 but ir hath-been-al ways 
trom- —_ Fountains: When God was 
pleaſed:to a'People within apeculi- 
ar-fortof mcioſure, «ah Spatial ap- 
propriete t0-kimſelf,, he-wogweryoparti- 
cular- in ſignifying bis-Will:concerning 
all Material Things that Frog d ur 
Government; i.i (4 $2841 27 > , 
WHAT the Form of it fhould =P 
WHAT Perſonshould 4 governs or i: 
what way: the:Rower and R3aht 20 go- 
vern” ſhould deſcend and be pa to 
om: 
WHAT" Laws they hold be govern'd 
b 
"WHAT 1 the Methods ſhould be of go- 
wveruing according to thoſe Laws; - -: 
:--+SINCE, -it -igvery evident,.much is 


left-to the prudence of Men, always to 
be directed b y general De), 


—_—_— 


this 6m (ha1l-be -involvd in NO 
Controverſies; | And:therefore.ſhall-not 
determine,-:nor go about to difpure;: 
to what is ſo left, mo muchor how lit- 
le that maybe.» But i5/plain and/in- 
difputale-that-the es '2 pt he 
reſerves and-claims to-bimlſelf; '2. e not 
tO exerciſe ie liimſelf) cimmediarely, fot 4 
Political mayj'' but to communicate. 'and 
tranſmitit - LT uga that ſhatk' So that in 
what: way: ſcever it is:deriyid to'this br 
that Perſon;«orunder: wihatſoeverdform; 
the conferting of it he makes his ons. AZ, 
28 we fad i it aid 40: Nebiuthadue: Zr, 
Dan. 249i The Godof | Medavenbath. gi- 
ver thee an Kingdom Andie is told, 
C. 4-32:*\Tbe.moſt Hightuleth ine the Kins- 
dams of Men; and gionth theme to whomo- 
ever he will. 

 AND:ifomuch. youre win this Con- 
text allertzd-*o him over agdover,” 4" 
TWO- betray are: -aqad in ehis Mat- | 


ter. £3] 

THAT " "i he Alina of G4 uhove 
ſhould: be ſuchia thing as" ay Hr 
Goverment ts this Woplals 5 ©: 2» 

:ANDagain, Thar :Maniſhullibe ved 
a by Men: $ by-ſoue or bob ufubeafel6k; ; 


who 


veto ofMdhrerd. ig ; 


| 4p T 2. B45 i; Jt Fi, , 
AND. of the Mind of. God: in in!botb 
1heſe.ahe ere is:ſufficient Indicatigg: bythe 


very Jaw. of Natwtre... + FFVInY 27H. Anh TH 
able {uch HUNG ſhould: beſo cam- 


werenot.froma:conmon 


mon...if t 
8.me- at re deter- 


Gauſe? He 


_ | Gd FR char __ 
y þ $2CON 
SED rn 
at a5 
L197 re And that tho Government 
it te proband, be juriobrmans, it 
IS jus. divini,' abſolt ITT Or. 48 
i is Government, - vg 
IF was maſt apparently dns WwOr- 
chy of-- Got, - when; he Peopled this 
World with ach: a ſort of Creatures 4s 
Man, to provide for the maintaining of 
commimon Orderamong then, who with- 
out. Governthent. were. but.a Tube, 4 
Colluvies, as a ricted 'Heathen-ſpeal a 
different accQung/a Row of Mer /; 
Fu continued: ine unſtained Inn 


Fi 


Pa ears he ad F060 GT AE. 
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*F. *ts conduated on all Hands: there miiſt 
-F- hive'been' a Government among" then; 
F #3; not Punitive or Coercive FE Whack 
_.there:conld have been no occafion, but 
-  diretive, and eonfervative of Syperiori- 
2 ty and” Inferiority, as its alſo even 4- 
mong the Argels of Heaven, where are 
no” inordinate Diſpoſitions to be re- 
| preſt; Much more is Government in 
| the ſeverer Parts of it, neceflary for lap- 
ſed Min on Earth; the makings of re- 
ſtriftive Laws, and Governing by them. 
And, | | . $2 as 
: () THAT God ſhould defign the Gover- 
ning of Men By Meri, was alſo moſt a- 
 greeable #6 the PerfeFions of his Natare, 
eſpecially his Wifdonr and his Goodtſs, 
conſidered in Compariſon to the [aper- 
feion of this our 'preſent State. When 
the Government over 1ſrael was x Theo- 
| craty, God uſed the Miriftry of Mejz in 
'|* the Management of it. ”Q i 
| THAT it ſhould be his ordinary fta- 
ted Corifſe to govern' by Voices or Yiſe- 
oxr,," of by frightful Appearances fach as 
| eboſeio# Monit Sitiai,” had been very lit 
| . tle ſuitable to this our State of Probati- 
* on; a his accurate Wiſdom we find hath 
” Bb | deter- 
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etermind. | And was leſs agreeable to 
his Benignity and Goodneſs, which would 
not amazingly terrifie, where he deſign'd 
more,. gently to admoniſh and inſtrud?. 
Hence had he regard to their frailty who 
ſo- paſſionately ſupplicated, Let not God 
ſpeakto us leſt we die. And this his com- 
paſlionate.goodneſs. we are led to-confi- 
der, being next to treat of the End of this 
his Conſtitution, vis. 
2, THAT the Magiſtrate js. God's Mi- 
niſter.to Men for their Good. Next to the 
{ſweet Airs and Breathings of the Goſpel 


it. ſelf, Where have we a kinder or more « 


ſignificant diſcovery, of God's good Will to 
Mex ! - Here we are to flay and wonder, 
not.to Afert only. but| Admire !' To be- 
+ hold the World ina Revolt! The Dwel- 
lers, on Earth in Arms againſt Heaven ! 
And the Counſfels that are taken. above 
are how to do then good! How God-like is 


this! How ſuitable to-magniticent Good- « 


neſs ! Or beneficerit; Greatneſs !' Being ſe- 
cure from hurt by. their impotent; At- 
tempts ;z. and when Revenge. was fo ca- 
fie.z- to. {tudy: not only - not te..Harm 


them; nor alſo how. 'they, might leſs 


harm;and. miſchief themſelves, bug how 
= . to 


— 


| 


| to do them good | This: was every: way 
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Great, and moſt ſuitable to the greatneſs 
of God, wherein it falls into/ConjundGti- 
on with ſo immenſe and-abſolute-Good- 
neſs as doth beyond: what any 'Created 


) 
| > Mind would akorthink: This imports 


not i-1placableneſs, or deftructive Deſign 
towards: the generality of Mankind; bat 
great Benignity' even #0 every Sort. in-as 
tall extent as the. Command- runs: to: be 
ſubject to: the bigher Powers. This:1s we 
find' azotber Medium by which / God 'te- 
Stifres,; or leaves not himſelf without wit- 


'}? neſs, 'befides' what ' we have elſewhere, 


that bergives Men" Rain from Heaven and 
fruitful Seaſons. _ brit © 
THE moſt compaſhonate Eye of God 
beholds Men under the Power of vici- 
ous Inclination,: bent; upon deſtructive 
Ways ;| whereas by the courſe of Nature, 
_ whichhehath fix't,” he ſhould give them 
F ordinarily: competent Time, as he hath - 
given them Breath 'and. Beingzand all 
Things,” Acts 17, That they 'might ſeek 
after him and labour to feel and find: hint 
out'; They live m'a contemptuous! neg- 
le&of him, and are Cruel to themſelves, 
oftſhorten their own Time, live too faſt, 
17.9 "2 aud 
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and make” too ' much haſte to dig their 
own Graves, and turn their Habitation 
into / 4 Charnel-honſe; yea even bury 
themſelves alive ir*ftupifying Senſuality 
and” Vice, He 'though provok't haſtens 


not their Deſtru&tion more, by ſudden 


Revenge. He- animadverts not upon 
them 'by Flames, and Thunderbolts, 


nor/ amazes them by 2ſ{toniſhing appea- 


ances:  His' Terrors make them not afraid. 
He only cloths fome from among them- 
ſelves with his Authority, who ſhall ap- 
pear on the Stage with them, as Gods 
among Men, refembling' themſelves in 
humane Nature, and. God in Power, as 
they ſhould in other Godlike Excellen- 
cies ; if Men would-(o far co-operate to- 
. wards their own welfare as they ought ; 
that by ſach gentler'Methods ſome ftop 
might be put to the Stream, and: Flood 


of Miſeries. wherewith otherwiſe unre- | 
ſtrained Wickednefs is continually ready | 


to delngethe World. 

THE Magiſtrate is herein an Inſtru- 
ment of Good, andof Vrath at once. 
Theſe rwo Things diſagree not, to: be « 
Mixitey for Good, and to execute Wrath. 
This latter-is ſaid in Conformity to vul- 
- « gar 


——, 
\. 
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gar Apprehenſion. Becauſe when Men 
afMict one another, 'cis. uſually. the Ef- 
y fect of Wrath, when afxt, though zo? 
y ſedate and calm Reſolution to Puniſh, 'hath 

the ſame Effect, this woit different Canſe 


- x y is calFd by the ſame Name. : In this Al- 
n | luſfion is Wrathaſeribd to:God,: the moſt 
5, | ſerene and diſpaſſiovate of all. Beings. 


| And hence, they. who. repreſent hint a- 
1. mong Men i» Authority, ought in this 
reſpect to be God-like too. Met ifratus 
0n debet iraſei. "Judges ( as Cicers molt 
aptly ſpeaks ) ought to be Legum piles, | 
> [ihe the Laws themſelves, which are mo- b 
ved. by; no Paſſion, are angry-with.no | 
Mar, bat keep one ſteady Tenor, fo. as 
neither to deſpite an Enemy.,nor indulge 
a Friend. To this Temper it well agrees, 
« to deſegn good ( as in lancing a-Tumor.) 
1 where one does a preſent FHiurt,, Two 
ways may Puniſhment be a proper and 
apt, tho it be not always an. eitectual 
means of doing good. | 
| 1. AS it may work the good of the 
Offenders themſelves. To which it hath 
in it ſelf, a tendency, if the Dilcaſe be 
not-{o ſtrong and ftubborn as to-dehie the 
Remedy. As it puts them upon refle- 
6-3 -- cting 


"0 
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ang, ard ſhould awaken in them their 
conlidering Power. - | | 
AS inthe Matter of Treaſon againſt 
_ a Rightful Power, Deliberaſſe e# deſci- 
viſe, to'deliberate whether to be Loyal, 
or no; is to Revolt. 'Soit is in the Juſt * 
and Glorious Rupture that is to be made 
of the Bonds of Vice, whereby Men are 
held: xs Slaves under the Uſurped Power 
of ' the Devils Kingdom. If once they - 
come-duly to conſider, they will diſdain 
ſo Vile 'a'Servitude. When they -meet 
with'a Check in their way, it may occaſi- 
on them to check themſelves, and conſe- 
der their ways. No external means do a- 
ny good'to the Minds of Men otherwiſe 
than as they themſelves are engag'd, 
drawn' m and made Parties, in ſome 
ſenſe, again, but (as we are compound- 
ed, in an higher and nobler ſenſe) for 
our ſelves. 1hjs comes in, as oe, among *' 
external Means of that kind, as do give ' 
ſome preſent Oneaſineſs, but in order #0 
after Advantage. It affliFs *tis true, and 
#0 SfliFion 3s, for the preſent Joyous, but 
Grievows, but yields afterwards, a peace- 
able Fruit. When the wt ay Power 


is call'd « Sword, it ſignifies its buſineſs's 
: iq 
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to wound ; but as Wounds are generally 
painful, ſome are Sanative,healing Wobads; 
and ſo are theſe deſigned, and apt to be. 
They vex a while, but vexatio dat'#ntel- 
leFum. It rouzes the Underſtanding, 
y and-is moſt apt to do ſo to. good purpoſe 
- In plain and undiſputed Caſes ; Anc 
where there is no pretence for Conſci- 
ence in the Caule one ſuffers for. - ©. 
WHERE indeed a formed and fixed 
Judgment of Conſcience, once hath place, 
tor the practice which expoſes a Man'to 
{uffering, Muldts, and Priſons, Gibbets, 
xz and Faggots, are very improper means 
of TIlumination 3. or of publick, Otility, 
if the Civil Peace, and the Stbſtance of 
Religion . be not hurt by ſuch practice. 
And the Sincerity of that Conſcience 15 
much to be fuſpected, that is ever altered 
by ſuch Methods. Bub no Man will pre- 
| tend it is againſt his Conſcience, ot to be 
s; Drunk, nor to Debauch, or to be Sobdh, 
Chaſte and Vertnons. | | 
Therefore a Man's Way lies open to 
that Conſideration which is moſt imme- 
diately to influence his Praftice, to cor- 
rect a lewd, and begin a regular good. 
Courſe, He needs not be detain'd with 
B 4 any 
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any. ſubtle Diſputes, -or. be. put'to ſolve 
perplext Doubts, or anſwer ſpecious Ar- 
guments and, Objections, It is obvious 
to. hun to. bethink himſelf, *©* What a 
« ſtrange ſort of anomalous Creatvre 
*am_ I become 3 whom. the Law of . 
& zine own Nature remonſtrates againſt > 
«How; degenerate a thing ! that have 
« forſaken my own Noble Order of intel- 
« ligent Creatures, to herd with Brutes ! 
That have made my felf unfit for h- 
71ane Society, otherwiſe than as one that 
muſt bear a Mark, wear a diſgracetyl 
Scar from. the wound of a Sword, not 
that of a Publick Enemy, or my own, but 
a Sword drawn in defence of the Sacred 
R;obts of God, and to vindicate the Ho- 

noir of Mankind ! Y "TOs 
AN D hereupon, if the Crime be 
not. Capital, with the concurrent, uſe of 
other appointed Means, and rhe Bleſſung 
oj Goa upon all: { from whence only 
the good Ifſue.can be hoped for) may 
a vicious Perſon be ſo reclaimed, as to 
become of great Uſe in the World. Yea, 
and it the Crime be Capital, ſuch as that 
the Criminal ſurvives not. the Puniſh- | 
ment, butthe Sword of Jultice _ . 
| im 


«Þ 


 Refortration of "Manners. 25 


) S ”_—— 


him of from the Land of the Living z 
our + Charity will not let us 'doubt bur 
there have beeu Inſtances wherein a' Pri- 


ſon and Arraigument, and the Sentence of 


Death have been the bleſt effeftual means 
to the Offendors, of their eſcaping the 
more terrible Sentence, \and of obtaining 


Eternal Life. But however, tho the M;- 


niſtry of Givil Juſtice doth often fail of 
np vl ts as to the parti- 
cular Perſons that ſuffer it (as even; the. 
Miniſtration of the Goſpel of Grace 
proves alfo ineffectual to many.) Yet 

2. IT is not only apt, but effectual 
to do much Good to others, and gene- 
rally to the Community. Puniſharent is 
juſtly ſaid To be in its proper | 
Deſign Medicinal to the .De- * yu, 
linquents - Itt not always in 29s 6, FO 
the event *. 'But the Common IP 
Good, it may ſerve, when Contumaci- 
ous Offendors periſh under the deſerv$d 
infliction of 'it. - This was the thing de- 
ſign'd by the Righteous Fudge of all the 
Earth, when he gave ſo particular Dire- 
ctions how to puniſh Offendors in ſuch 
and ſuch kinds, that Others might hear 
and fear aud do no more ſo wickedly. And 

in 
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' In all equal Government, 'tis the Defign 
of Pcanal Laws that The Terror. might 
reach to all, the Puniſhment it ſelf, but to a 
' few. And whenthe utmoſt Endeavours 
that can be uſed, ſhall have had that Hap- 
py Succeſs to reduce a vaſt number of 
Otftenders toa Paxcity, we ſhould rejoyce 
to ſee that there needed to be but few [Ml 
amples made in ſuch kinds. | 

I 'N the mean time, where this Sword 
of the Lord, in the hands of His Miniſters 
of Juſtice, is unſheathed, and nſed ac- 
cording to the exigency of the Caſe, it 
Is an apt and likely Means to have an 
Happy Effect for the good of the Coni- 
munity, both as 1t | 5 


MAY put a ſtop to the prevailing 
Wickednels of Men, and 
MAY avert from a Nation the pro- 
_— of God. 


r. AS it may give ſome Check to the 
Daringneſs -and 1[rinmph of QOunrebuked 
Wickedneſs, which indeed , naturally 
carries in it a Pauſillanimous Meannels, 
and'a. vile abjection of Mind, {o as no 
where to inſult, but where it meets, in ' 


thoſe 
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thoſe who ſhould oppoſe it, a timorous 
fainting | and fuccumbency. It fo. far 
reſembles the Devil, whoſe Off-ſpringir 
iS, that being'reſiſted it flees. When Men 
find that while they dare to affront the 
Univerſal Ruler, and offer Indignities to 
His Throne; there are thoſe, that, cloath- 
ed with His Authority, and bearing His 
Character, dare to vindicate the Injury : 
When they feel the (mart -and coſt of 
open Wickedneſs, it will,* no doubt, 
become atleaſt, leſs open, and ſeek clo- 
ſer corners. 1 hey will, not Jong hold 
up the head,.in fo hopeleſs and deplorate 
a Cauſe, that can afford themno ſupport, 
no relief to. their abje& ſinking Spirits, 
in ſuftering/for it. What encouraging 
Teſtimony of Conſcience can they have, 
that not only act from No Direction - of 
Conſcience, but in Defrance of it £ What 
God can they hope, will reward their 
Sufferings which they incur by bigheſs 
Contempt of God 9 © 
AND if ſuch groſs [mmoralitics be 
ſomewhat generally Redreſt, as more 
diredly fall under the' Magiſtrates Ani- 
madverſion, how great a Common Good 
muſt iPinfer, inaſmuch as thoſe Evils, in 
. their 


of Humane Society ? 


their own nature, tend to the detriment, 
decay, and ruine of a People where they 
prevail ? | NES 

THEY darken the Glory of a Natioz 
which how great a Luſtre hath it caſt a- 
broad in the World, from ' the Romans 
and Spartans,and other civilized People ! 
when their Suzeptuary, and other Laws, 
were ſtridtly obſerved, that. repreſt un- 
due Excefſes; And when Temperance, 
Frugality, Induſtry, Juſtice,. Fidelity, 
and-conſequently Fortitude and all other 
Vertues excelF'd, and were conſpicuous 
among them. It were a great thing we 
ſhould have 'to tranſmit to Poſterity, 
might we ſee Exgland recover its former, 
or arrive to the further Glory which it is 
to be hoped it may acquire in theſe 
kinds ! 

YEA andthe Fices which are endea- 
voured to be redreſt,are ſuch as not only 
prejudice the Reputation, but the real 


. Welfare of _w_ Nation. 


ROFANE Swearing tends gradually 
to take away the Reverence of ar Oath ; 
which, where it is loſt, what becomes 


1\.-1\..4d 
F F #7 % a. 
f 4 xt 


AND 


Reformation of Manners. 2 9 
AND: wore "Senſual Vices, tend to 
make us an Effeminate Mean-ſpirited, a 
Defident, Lazy, Slothful,, Unhealthful 


People, ufeleſs to the Glorious. Prince, 


and excellent Government we live. un- 
der, neither fit to endure the Hardftips, 
or encounter the Hazards of War, norap- 
ply our ſelves to the Buſineſs, or under- 
o the Labours that belong to a State: of 
wine and/ do conſequently tend to'in- 
fer upon us'a deplorable, but unpitied 
Poverty;:and (which'allwill pretend to 
abhor) Savery at length... For they are 
moſt unfit for an Ingenuous, Free ſott of 
Government,” or tobe: otherwiſe -go+ 
verned ' than as $/aves:or Brutes ; who 
have learnt nothing of Self-Government, 
and are at the next ſtep of being S/aves 
to other Men; who have firſt made themr+ 
ſelves Slaves to their own Vitiows Jnclinati- 
ons.” Fhus are ſuch liable'to al forts. of 
Temporal Calamities:and Miteries in:thzs 

World. | 4 22" © 
- BESIDES; what is of fo: far more:tre- 
mendous import,  that'the ſame vile and 
{tupifying- Laſts, tend toinfer an-utter 
Indiſpoſition'to comport with, or attend 
to the Glorious Goſpel of the Blefſed 
God, 
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God, and fo:to ruine 'Mens- hopes” for 
the other World, and make their Caſe un- 
conceivably worſe, in the Judgment of 
the:Great Day, than theirs of Tjre or 
Sidon, Sodom," or Gomorrha. 

BUT how much may a Jaſt, Prudent, 
Well-tempered Vigilancy and Severity 
do, towards the prevention of all this? 
And. fo much the more, by: how much 
Publick Animadverſions, ſhall render the 
things Men incur Punithment:for, not 
only in'common Eſtimate, Urrighteous, 
but -Jgnominious things. 

THAT Principle of Shame irr the Na- 
tare of Man, if by : proper Applications 
it were endeavoured to be wrought xpoz, 
would contribute more to the-reforming 
a-Vitious World, than moſt other Me- 
thods that have ever been tried. to that 
purpoſe. 'Tisa'terder Paſſzon, of quick, 
and moſt acute ſenſe. . Things that. are 
thought Opprobrions, have ſo ſenfible a 
pungency with them, that (tho all'Tem-+ 
pers are not herein alike) 'many that can 
feel little elſe, reckon a Diſgrace, an #1+ 
ſufferable thing. + And I little doubt but 


* if: Puniſhments for efrofer Vices,, were . 


More 
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more attempered to this Principle, they 
would have much more effect. wank 

THIS-hath been too much apprehend- 
ed by. the Ufurping God of this World. 
This Exgine he hath made it his buſineſs 
to turn, and manage to the-contrary pur- 
poſe, to'drive or keep ſerious Religion 
out of the World, yea to,make Men a- 
ſham'd of ' being Sober, 1emperate and 
Regular in their Converſation, leſt they 
ſhould alſo be thought Religiows, and to 
have any thing of the Fear of God in 
them, and make them Debanch,: to fave 
their Reputation. Ky 

A plain Document :to- ſuch 'as- co- 
vet to ſee -a Reformation of Manners 
in our Days, what: Courſe ought to 
be endeavoured. in order. thereto. 

A great apprehenſion: to this 
purpoſe that Noble Pagan ſeems. tem. 
to have had; who enquiring 
whence Legiſlation had its riſe, De Lig. © 
from ſome! Man or from God z = 
and determining from (od, if | 
we will give the moit Righteous Tudgment 
that can be given ;, doth elſewhere write 
to this effect, That Jupiter pity- x 
ing the Miſeries of Men, by their 

Indulgence. 
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Indulgence to Vice, leſs Mankind ſhould ate 
terly periſh, ſezt Mercury :to implant i; 
them, together with Faſtice, Shame as the 


moit effeFual means to prevent the total 


- Ruine of the World. 

- And/ſo inſeparable is the connexion 
between being Wicked and being;Miſera- 
ble. that whatſoever moleſtation and un- 
ealineſs tends to extinguiſh Diſpoſitions 
to Wickedneſs,  onght to ' be: reckon- 
ed given with very Mercifal Tnten- 

£1Ons. 4133 1% | tis | 
TT is no improbable Diſcourſe which 
an Ingenious Modern Writer, 
* Drfvor: "© hath to this purpoſe, (for I 
fs. pretend not to give his words, 
| not having the Book now at 
hand). that tho the Drowning . of the 
World was great Severity to: them who 
did then Inhabit it, yet it wasanadt of 
'Mercy to- Mankind. For hereby (he 
reckon'd) the former more Luxuriant 
Fertility of the Earth, was fo far reduc'd 
and check'd, as not, ſo ſpontaneoully, to 
afford Nutriment to Vice z. that Men in 


atter' time, muſt hereby be more con- 
{train'd to Labour and Induſtry, 'and . 
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made more conſiderate, and'capable of fe- 
wo rious '* 
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ious Thoughts ; .and.. that when alſo 
_ they ithould find their gme . by this 
Change of the State of the World natu- 
rally contracted within narrower limits, 
they would be more awakened. to conſi- 
der and mind any Oveftures, ſhould be, 
in following time, made to them in or- 
der to-their attaining a better State in a- 
nother World ; and conſequently the 
more ſuſceptible: of the Goſpel, in the 
proper ſeaſon thereof. = 
IF God were 'ſeyere with ſo merciful 
Intentions, . what lies within the compaſs 


| of theſe Miniſters of his Juſtice, appoint- 


ed for Common Good, Ought certainly to : 
be endeavoured ; in imitation of him, 
whom they repreſent. | 

2.1 THE Adminiſtration of Punitive 
Faftice, when the Occaſion requires it, 
tends alſo to the Commort Good, as it may 
contribute towards the appealing of 


4 God's Anger againſt a Sinful People, and 


the. turning it away from them. 

WHAT may be colleted from that 
Noble Inſtance of Phirehas's Heroical 
Zeal, upon which a raging Plague was 
ſtay'd, compar'd with the Effect which 


Pp 


TaNce 
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tance had in averting Temporal Judg- 

ments, wouldſignifie not a little to this 
1rpole, 

- BUT Imuſt paſs to the 


' SECOND-HeM of Diſcourſe propo- 
ſed,. viz. To argue and enforce from 
hence the Duty incumbent upon all, 
under Government, as their ſeveral 
Stations and Capacities can admit, to 
be, in due Subordination, aſſiſting 
and ſerviceable to the Magiſtrate, as 


in executing Punitive Juſtice, he is. 


the Miniſter of God for good. 


AND this (as hath been ſaid) 1s to be 
the ©ſ/e of the former part of 'the Diſ- 
courſe, which will anſwer the Deſign of 
the Apoſtles Diſcourſe, and agree to the 
natural Order of the Things diſcourſed 
In this Context. For | the Magiſtrate js 
the Miniſter of God fer Good, to ws | 1s.4 
Do@rine. And | Let every Soul be ſubjet 


or ſubordinate to him, accordingly | an. 


Exhortation which was at firſt propos'd, 
and is afterward reſumed and preſt, V.5. 


as of abſolute meceſſaty from that Do- 


arize. 


WHERE- 
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WHEREFORE *tis neceſſary that we 
be, 'or we mui? needs be ſubjeF.” Theteis 
an # ut upon it, a cogent ineluCta- 
ble Neve ity, riſing ing hers, vs hence, 
viz. from this Do@&rinal Aſſertion as it is 
propog'd, and as it is afterward applied 
to this Purpoſe,” we are not to be di- 
ſpens'd with in the Caſe, 'but we muſt e- 
very one do our parts, tn Subordination 
to the Magiſtrate, and that not only for 
Wrath, but- for Conſcience ſake. We ſhall 
therefore ſhew, -— 


+ WHAT Duty we who are in private 
Capacities are exhorted to, VP oo 

#&. SHEW the Strength of the Apoſtles 
Argnment, as it is propos d in the Text, 
and amplify d in what follows, to gag: 
us to that Duty. 


FIRST, For the Duty we are ex- 


horted to, that we may underſtand 


what it 15, I ſhall only premiſe ſome few 
plain chings, and then leave it to your 
ſelves to judge, and conclude what it is, 
and cannot but be. 

1. IT is plain, private Perſons are-not 


to > do the Magiſtrates part, are not to in- 
C 2 vade 


vade his Office, or. uſurp his Authority, 

they are to act but in Subordination to 

him, as their Charge given them, plainly 
1mports. | 

2. THEY are not only ot to oppoſe 
him. AsSthe former would be too much, 
this would be- too little. The Arguments 
usd to enforce it, import much more. 
What-becaule he is the Miniſter of God 
fer good, and to me, Am I therefore on- 
ly not to oppoſe-him 2 Can it be thought 
there ſhould be ſuch an apparatus of Ar- 
gument, to draw froin it ſo faintand di- 
lute an Inference ? Qught not every Man 
{o far to reverence God's Authority as to 
endeavour it may not lole its defign ? 
And ought not every Man to co-operate 
to a Common Good, wherein each Mar 
claimsa part? 

3. IT isnot only to ſave my ſelf from 
Puniſhment,by not doing the Evil which 
would expoſe me-to the ſtroke of the 
Sword. For my Duty, Tam to do, not 
only .for I/rath, but for Conſcjence ſake, 
which plainly reſpects God and his Ax- 
thority and [nterest, which I am to. Obey 
and Serve. -' And I am to endeayour not 


only that he may not be a Terrour to me, 4s * 


all 
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an Evil-doer, but that he ay be a Terror 
to them that are ſuch, 

"4. SOMEWHAT poſitive is mani- 
feſtly carried in the word iUmrewivw, to 
ſubjeF or ſubordinate my ſelf to him, under 
this very notion, 4s the Miniſter of God 
for good. Is this doing nothing ? 

HE is-plainly faid to be the Miniſter 
of God for good, ' under this ſpecial No- 
tion, as he js the Adminiſtrator of Pu- 
nitive Juſtice, 'viz. as he bears the 
Sword, and 1s to be a' Terrour to Evil- 
doers.. | 

I AM fo to ſubordinate my ſelf, as 
that 'hereip he may effeCtually ſerve the 
End of his Office, and not' bear the 
Sword in vain. RE 
'* NOW upon all this, judge you your 
ſelves what 1s it that is left to be my '[Dvu- 
ty in a private Capacity, that is'leſs thaz 
the Magiſtrates part 5 more than the men- 
tioned Negatives, and yet ſo much, as 
whereby I am to take care to my utter- 
nioſt, that be may do good in his Office 
of puniſhing Wickedneſs? $9 as that 
his doing his Duty muſt ſome 'way de- 
pend upon my doing mine, and be the ef- 
feF of it, or of theirs who are in like 
pp C'9 Cir- 
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Circumſtances, arid ſo but nnder the ſame 
common Obligation with me, ſo that or; 
_ dinarily his Duty.cannot be done, with- 
out any..care or concern of 'theirs or 
#1ine, 

WHAT, I fay, can it be leſs than to 
bring puniſhable Matters under his Cogni- 
ance £ | 

OTHERWISE, | if no Obligation lie 
upon private Perſons, to this purpoſe, he 
will only be to puniſh ſuch Wickedneſs 
as he beholds with his own Eyes. ' And 
then how narrow will his Precindt be ? 
What Multitudes of 'Magiſtrates * muſt 
there then be > And what a, Monſter 
thereupon would the Body Polztick, be- 
come | os | 

. BUT here if any Man ask me the Que- 
{tion (becauſe what 1s to be done herein 
js to be done for Conſcience ſake) am | 
bound in Conſcience to diſcover to a Magi- 

ſtrate all the Evil that 1 know by any Man 
that is juſtly puniſhable by Law 2 

TO this I ſhall only at preſent ſay, 

That Caſes of Conſcience can only be with 
Judgment reſolv'd i» Hypotheſs, and with 
application to this ar that Perſon, when 
material Circumſtances, relating thereto, 
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are diſtinftly known. I muſt have clear 
grounds if I will conceal ſuch a Man's 
pnniſhable Fault, upon which I may 
judge, that more good 1s likely to be 
done to his Soul, that the - Honour of 
God and the Publick Good, will be 
more ſerved by the Concealment, than by 
the Diſcovery, and the Government not 
hurt, or endangered. | 

BUT if the Crime be ſuch as 1s Natio- 
al, and imports Contempt of God and 
his Laws, and in reference whereto, the 
Oſfender expreſſes more ſhame of the Pu- 
niſhment than-of the Fault, and I will 
yet, upon private Reſpects, tO him or 
2y ſelf, conceal it, Þ (hall herein while 
I pretend Conſcience in the Caſe, cheat my 
Conſcience and not /atisfre it. LITE: 

ANDI add in reference to this Cale. 
Let any Man that would exempt his Con- 
ſcience from any ſenſe of Obligation to 
endeavour the Puniſhment of Offenders. 
in the mention'd kinds, . take great care 
he do not ground his Concealment ypon 
other, than very peculiar grounds, Or nat 


common to him, with any other Man in 


_ alike Caſe. 


Is it becauſe iuch a ong 1s my 
Friend £ Qr he may bear me a Grudge ? 
C 4 | Or 
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Or I may loſe his Cuſtom, ec ? Theſe 
are things ſo common, that guiding my 
ſelf by ſuch Meaſares, 1s both to 'over- 
throw Magiſtracy and Conſcience too. 

UPON the whole, therefore, what is 
ordinarily a private Man's Duty in ſuch 
caſes, is {ufticiently evident. 

'THEREFORE, 

SECONDLY, Let us ſee the force of 
the Apoſtles Arguings to engage us. to 
It. 

1. THAT the Magiſtrate, as he is the 
Diſpenſer of Punitive Pls tice, is God's 
Miniſter. Tis the Authority of God, that 
he 1s inveſted with, He bears a Sword, 
which God hath put into his Hand. Ts 
that Authority to be eluded, and made to 
ſignifie. nothing ? Is that Sword to be 
born in vain > What an awe ſhould this 
lay upon our Spirits? It is therefore to 
be ſerv'd for Conſcience ſake, which hath 
principal reference to God. | 

WE need not here diſpute whether 
Himane Laws bind Conſcience. No doubt 
they do, when they have an antecedent 
Reaſon or Goodneſs. If Men command 
what God forbids, the Apoſtles make . 
their appeal to Enemies as Judges whow 
| they 


SA 


-. rity, to do miſchief 
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they were to obey, He is the Miniſter of 
God for pf” not for hart, or for ze 
good. 'Tisa perverting of God's Antho- 
by the pretence of 
it, 'a debaſing It, to trifle with it. | 
BUT the Queſtion is out of Doors, 
when Humane Laws are but Subſidiary 
to Divine, and enjoyn the ſame thing. 
And as that celebrated Saying of St. Aj- 
ſtin 18 applied by him to the former Caſe 
of a ſ{uppoſed Contradiction of the Pro- 
conſuls Command to the Emperor's for diſ- 
obeying the Inferiour, 'tis equally appli- 
cable, as fortifying the Obligation, to 
obey both, when they are co-incidemt. 
AND this Conſideration can be inſig- 
nificant with none but ſuch as ſay in their 
Hearts, There is zo God, that think this 
World hath no Univerſal Sovereign Ru- 
ler, or no Lord over it ; and it. might as 
well be ſuppoſed to have #o Intel/igent 
Maker, to have become ' what it is by- 


| Chance. An Imagination which the moſt 


Vicious that make any uſe of Thoughts, 
begin to be aſham'd. of, and have there- 
fore thought fit to quit” the abſurd Name 
of Atheift, for the more accountable, as 


well 2s more convenient Name of DezfF. 
BUT 


BUT then. it's ſtrange, they ſhould not 


ſee the Conſequence from Maker to Ru- 


ler, and from God's having made this 
World, to its being under his preſent Go- 
vernment,. and liable to his future Fudg- 
»ent, Orthat, from any juſt apprehen- 
ſion of the Nature of God, they ſhould 
not colle& ſo much of the Nature of their 
own Souls, as to judge them capable of 
ſubſiſting- out o theſe Bodies, and in 
another World, and+ conſequently, of 
their being liable to a future Judgment, 
for what they have been, and done 7» 
this ! Qr that a Being of fo much Wil- 
dom and Goodneſs in conjunction with 
Power, .as to have 'made ſuch a World as 
this, and ſuch a Creature as Man in it, 
ſhould: not have made him for no- 
bler Ends than are attainable in this 
World ! | 

IF any of themſelves had power e- 
nough to make ſuchanother ſort of Crea- 
ture,' and furniſh him with Faculties ca- 
pable of ſuch Acquiſitions and Attain- 
ments only to fetch a few Turns in the 
World, and form Plots and Projects in 
it, that muſt, with himſelf, ſhortly come 


to nothing; they. would have little 


caule 


Pr ts 
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cauſe to boaſt of the Performance : They 
would have cauſe to be aſham'd of it. To 
uſe ſo uyconceivable a Power, only to play 
Tricks, that nejther themſelves, nor any 


| one elſe ſhould ever be the: better for | 


And tho they. might, hereby, a while a- 
muſe the World, they would gain little 
Reputation of Wiſdow, or. Goodneſs 
above other Men, by.being the Authors 
of ſo uſeleſsa Deſign, that would at length 
appear to-have nothing of Deſign in it. 


. For finally it terminates in mere. No- 


thing. 
BUT the Great God hath not left 
himſelf without Witneſs, The Illuſtriovs 
Characters of his Godhead ſhine every 
where. He doth inſiſt upon, and will 
aſſert his R7ghts in this Lower World. 
'Tis a part of his Creatior, tho a meaner 
art. He Rzles in the Kingdoms of Men, 
and he that Rules will Fudge. The Jeſts 
and Laughter of Fools, will zot over- 
turn his Throne. They that have targbt 
themſelves to turn his Laws, and the 
whole Frame. of his  Gavernzent over 
the World into Ridicule ; becauſe 'tis . 
to be hoped they do not uſe to laugh. al- 
ways, ſhould be adviſed by a Wiſe and 


Great 
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. Great Mas, in his Time, ther 
1d. Verulem's to Tudge of their Jeſt, when 
COR: they have done laughing, ſome- 
| time they will have done. And 
ſhould conſider that he, to whom. it be- 


longs, will judge over their heads as he / 


w1ll over us all. 


.. AND. if his Throne and Government 
are a$ inſolently as they are, vainly at- 
terapted againſt by many, and the moſt 
connive, we ſhall all be taken for a Com- 
bination of Rebels againſt our Rightful 
Lord. It will be an heavy addition, to 
be partakers of other Mens fins, when 
every one hath more than enough of his 
Own. | 

LET me-ask, Would you not dread 
to. be found guilty of Miſpriſfjon of 
Treaſon againſt.the Government under 
which we live? Why doth the Fear of 
the great God ? And the dread of being 
found. Accomplices againſt him, #g:ifie 


leſs with us? Ig 
AND what means it, that. the Charge 
of Puniſhing great Offenders 1s giyen to 
the Community thou, every,individual,as 
in the Text; thee,-all* the individuals 
making 


Fo TR 


þ Q@ "__ 


_ Lo ES. —_— 4 | an ' — 


Reformation of Manners. 45 = 


making up the Community 2 Thow ſhalt _ 
uot fa er aVitch to live, Exod. 22. 18. - 

AND ſo for the Idolater; Thox ſhalt 
bring forth that Man or Woman, . ang 
ſtone him Deut. 13.13, 14. chap. 
1 17: 2,3,4,5,6- Is it that all the People 
were Magiſtrates ? No, . but that it. was 
not to be ſuppoſed, that ſo horrid Impi- 
eties could long eſcape unpuniſh'd, bat 
by the Peoples, as well as the Magiſtrates, 
zegleF, upon which a/ would: be taken 
as Conſpirators againſt the great Lord of 
H, 


a 


\ 
a 


2. TAKE the other part of the Argu- 

f ment, That the Magiſtrate is God's Mini- 
ſter | for Good'to ws. | 1s-it enough for 
us not.to hinder ? Are we not all oblig'd 
1n_our Stations to promote.-oxr own. our 
Neighbours, and the Common Good 2 Our 
own, as we keep our ſelves from being 
acceſſaries.' Our Neighbours, Offending, 
4x; as we contribute our Endeavour, .that 
they may be leſs Wicked, and (which 
we ſhould further deſign) that they may 
become good. Our nnoffending Neighbours : 
| .Forit grofſer Wickednels rule without 
controul, who that are Piows, Sober, and 
Vertuows can long live; in Peace; by fuch 
7 | | 1l 


wy 


. 411 Neighbours : Weare for this direfted 
to Pray 'I 131.2: T1, 2, For Rlers, even 
all that are in Anthority, that we *1ay live 


$eateable and quiet lives in' all Godlintſs 


and Honeſty. And what we are to pray 


for, we do that Indicrauly, if we endea-,, 


vour it not too. Beſides that the untaint- 
ed, as yet, are liable to worſe hurt, by 
The Contagion of their Example. And 
the Common Good is many ways to be 
ferV'd, as hath been ſhewn. How lauda- 
ble an Excellency among noble-minded 
Pagans was Love to their Country ! And 
even 1r this way to ſerve the Common Good 
was reckon'd -by them a Praife-worthy 
| Thing. He (faith one of them) 


Plat. de Leg. that doth no harm is Hononra- 


no 440M ble, but he is worthy of double 
Tors dex01 Honour that prevents it. And 
LA he that aiſifts the Magiſtrate i 
Puniſhing it, is moſt Honourable, and far 


excels all his other Citizens. So far were. 


they from thinking it an Ignominious 
Thing, to bring Offenders to Puniſh- 
ment, and eſpecially for Impieties, or 
whatſoever ſignifted a Contempt of Re- 
tigion. Such regard they had to the Ho- 
nour.of their Gods, who were no mo 
| S 
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Shall we reckon the True and: Living 
God to deſerve from. us, lels regard 
to his Violated Honour ? C 
THE Common Geod,which in this way 
we are to promote, is ſo common, as all 
Good Men can, without ſcruple, concur 
in the deſign. And Blefled be Gad, 
they ſo generally do ſo. 
. WE have the greateſt Encouragement 


hereto by - conſidering the Izrmediate 


Fountain of the Magiſtrates Power and 
eee, our Glorious ard ever Bleſſed Re- 

eemer and Lord, to whom al/ Power 3s 
given in Heaven and Earth, by whom 
Kings Reign, who is Head of all Things to 
the Church, and through whom, the Di- 
vine Goodneſs flows towards a loft World. 
This infers an Obligation upon all that 
beer the Chriſtian Name, to ſerve. the 
proper ends of this branch of his Power, 
as they have, in general, to acknowledge 
higg. for Lord and Chriſt, 

Th E Y who, therefore, make it their 
Buſmeſs to- promote this Deſign do not, 
herein, ſerve the Intereſt of a Party, bur 
the Intereſt. of the Univerſal Rater, of 


our Bleſſed Redeemer, and of Mankind. 


AND 
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- AND they who 
cereminds, upon {o great and # 
an End, as the ſerving this moſt compre- 
benfroe Intereſt, are agreed in a greater 
Thing than they can differ in. To differ 
about a Ceremony or two, ora ſet of words, 
is but a Trifle, compar'd with being 4- 
greed in abſolute devotedneſs to God, and 


and myportant - F 


Chriſt, and in a defign, as far as in them .-} 


lies, of doing good to all. An Agreement 
in Subſtartial Godlineſs and Chriſtianity, 
in humility, meekneſs. ſelf-denial, in ſingle- 
neſs of beart, benignity, charity, entire love 
to ſencere Chriſtians, as ſuch, in univerſal 
love to Mankind, and in a deſign of 
doing all the good we can in the world, 
notwithſtanding ſuch: go under differert 
denominations, *and do differ in 10 
Minute- Things, is. the moſt Valuable 
Agreement that can be among Chriſti- 
ans. - 

THE Y thatare thus agreed, are #zore 
one, and doJeſs differ in- the Teraper and 
Complexion of their minds, from one 
another, - than they who are never {o - 
much agreed. in being for or againſt this 
or that"External forzz, or - of Relts - 
gion; but are full of Envy, Wrath, * 
bo Malice, 
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* Malice, Ace, .F Falſhood: +I hy &r 
- from them all, gnd from: all good 
And Idoubtne tr, when God's time ne - 
of 'Favonring Zion,we ſhall have Churches 
conſtituted; by congregating\ what is of 
oe kind, ſuch as (for the main), ate-of 
one mind, ſpirit, charader, and, temper, 
and ſevering whatſoever is of different 
1. #%7, and quite alien hereto. And ceaſe 
to have. them conſtituted by what' is 
rinneceſſary, much lefs by what is i#conſe- 
ftett with their very Being. Pride, Am+ 
bition Vain glory and 4 Terrene Spirit,with 
carnal Self-deſegn,will not always-prevent 
þ this. | Heaven will grow too big: tor-;this 
Earth ! And the Powers of the Vorld to 
come, for thoſe of this preſent evil World. 
I N the mea time let us draw AS. DEAT 
one another as we can. And particularly 
utiite ih the moſt Vigorous Endeavouriof 
cartying on this Excellent Deſign, whicl 
15now- before us. And tet it be-with a 
& Temper: of Mind, agreeing Witht' Goes 
kind deſign towards Men, 1n appointing 
the\Magiſtrate to be bis Miniſter, to them, 
4... for the doing thext'good, Let it; be | 
with minds, full of all Goodneſs,in Con- i 
RR aapaty to the Original To Good, fyorm © 54 
E: whonr ; 
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whom, "> ſooky his - rf 


_ Homes Ng] 1s to. Yield er an F to Vi- 
* Qorious Wickednels, )It is to-give Vice 
the Legiſlature, to let it be the Law of the 
Age;and govern' the World : And-it-is 
to-give up our ſelves and onr Nation, to 
perih,'as a loſt'People. Ley * not" be 
loſt, be = we are 

MA Good hath been done'in ; this 
kind: tc fore.\ There was a time when 
(at” Antiorh) the Severity of the- Magi- 
ffrate' was much regretted in the” Reign 
of thit great Prince'Theodofve, arid upon 
an * $110 LOrcak i0n,' the'Contempttious _— 
 verfion of his Sextes.' «This. coſt C 
d11\divers Orations &r Sermoris tO t 
People while ohne.) —"ipy Ch 
Whereof he asks ther, What her bad tbe 

7. Terror ow Magiſtrate done 
' them?It hathShaken nh ſloth, 

«r by 970g made us morehoneſt, diligent in- 

3, | duftriows./ He had told'them- a- 
© bove, and tells them "after, They oxght to 
giv?God thanks for it that ndid there As 
bt one Drunken Perſon. er onethit fant 
 Taſciviows Songs to be ſeen, 'Their City was 
| Getome as a ChaYfe Matrox, where Pet 
 Wan- 


| ground.” ofa, a= 


| A 
Bleſſed Deſign. , In Subordination thereto, 
goon with Aecrity, .. 


for He diſtinguiſhes EE heath he 


engag'd the Gevernment in this 


LEFT. me finally ſet before your Eye, 
Inflrultioe Prattict of that Excellent 
Pane cholhas ina like Caſe, 2 Chrow. 
he was bringing back the People 


_ Lord God of thet Fathers, V. 


And had-ſer fu he the Land. warn- 
ing them to om 2s being to Judge 
»0r for Men," bun for the Lord, V. 6:which 
ſhew'd they were nor. wo Matters: of 
foage —_—— 0 | | 
udge in, but" Matters mm rel1- 
ting te the Juterei# and. nt x 0d; 


Lord, and Controver, res, cn 
all to whom' he ſpake, as they: were ſeve- 
rally concerned gs eds 22min | 
cerned all alike) to.do-their- Work, V..9. 
Inghe Fear of the [ov Farthfylly,and with 
eperþ Z Heart 4 and concludes ag. 1'do, 
e Words, | V;/Tx.: Dealt convagh- 


hy; mth Zoogers with the good. 


